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them. God Be praised for everything. I must be
content with all, whatever it may cost me,—
provided this voyage of over a thousand Leagues,
which I have undertaken for the good of our
missions in the upper country, may be of some
use to them, as well as my delay, which is caused
through my desire better to ascertain the truth. Pray
to God for us, my Reverend Father; and believe that
I am with much respect,
My Reverend Father,
Your very humble and very
Obedient Servant,
JACQUES GRAVIER.

Since this letter was written,—a year ago, last feb-
ruary, that of the present year, 1702,— The french
have abandoned the two posts mentioned above, both
that of Mississipi and that of the bay of Bilocchi, to
establish themselves on The river called the mobile,
from the name of the savages who have their village
there, and are called mobilians. That river falls into
the sea 15 leagues this side of Bilocchi. There are
2 islands at a short distance from its mouth, that
form a port for ships; and, on ascending in Shallops
a distance of 14 leagues up the mobile, there is a
Regular fort built by Monsieur d'Iberville, with
houses for the soldiers and for some frenchmen who
have come from Canada. The soil is very good.
The plan of a town has been traced out, which will
be settled by french Colonies that will be sent there,
if the court Deem expedient. There are some indian
villages at distances of one, two, and 3 days’ journey
from fort mobile, whom the new missionaries may
instruct in our Holy Religion.*



